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Overview of IDEAL

 2 year certificate program

 Optional third year for independent living

 2018-2019- 10/16 students in dorms

 6 hours audit courses/6 hours speciality 

courses per semester

 85% or more of their time spent with 

traditional college students



Overview of Risk Management

 Assess the risks of 

creating a new program

 Key working relationship 

with PSE Administrators is 

key

 Develop protocols to 
address risks to the 

program



Overview continued

 Determine the Duty of Care for 

participants

 Monitor the program for 

continual improvement

 Risk management vs. Campus 

Security



Why is Risk Management a concern?

 Greater vulnerability 

 More presumed medical 

risks

 Decision making/problem 

solving

Westling, Kelley, Prohn, 2016 



Specific Risks to Consider

 Transportation of students

 Vetting internship supervisors

 Housing



On-campus housing

 Safety procedures

 Access



Off-campus housing

 University owned  

 Non-university owned

 Insurance/legal 

considerations

 “Lease” with landlord

 Student/Family 

agreement with IDEAL 

staff



Specific Risks continued

 Parent piece- effective 

communication

 Summer camp or service 

learning trips 

 Title IX- does it apply?



Lessons Learned



Risk Reduction Tips

 Develop Advisory council

 Reducing unknowns- reports, IEPs on incoming 

students

 Knowing safety/security officers



Wallet Card

https://www.justdigit.org/wallet-cards/

Individuals with developmental 

disorders are seven times more 

likely than other people to come 

into contact with police (Debbaudt, 

2002)



Risk Reduction Tips

 Have a specific plan especially in dorms

 Stay in communication with risk 

management/general counsel

 Educate students on safety plans

 Conservatorship/FERPA 
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